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Control  of  Peach  Tree  Borer  With  PDB 

The  most  successful  method  for  controlling  the  peach  tree  borer  is 
by  the  use  of  paradichlorobenzine  commonly  known  as  PDB.  This 
material  resembles  coarse  epsom  salts;  and  at  temperatures  of  60  de- 
grees or  higher  changes  into  a  gas  which  is  about  four  times  heavier 
than  air.    This  gas  is  slowly  toxic  to  insects. 

The  Time  of  Year  to  Apply  PDB.  PDB  should  be  applied  in  the 
early  fall.  The  time  for  the  southern  half  of  the  State  is  the  last  week 
of  September  and  the  first  week  of  October,  while  in  the  northern 
counties  the  application  should  be  made  the  first  week  of  September. 

How  to  Apply  PDB.  (1)  Remove  grass  and  weeds  from  about  the 
base  of  the  tree.  (2)  Fill  in,  if  necessary,  about  the  tree  with  soil 
to  a  point  above  the  highest  borer  entrance.  (3)  Apply  the  PDB  in 
a  narrow  band  around  the  base  of  the  tree  keeping  the  material  about 
two  inches  from  the  bark.  (4)  Carefully  cover  this  band  with  a  shovel- 
ful of  fine  soil.  (5)  Then  pile  on  eight  or  ten  shovelfuls  until  there 
is  a  conical  mound  about  the  base  of  the  tree,  about  six  inches  high. 
(6)    Make  the  mound  firm  by  striking  with  the  back  of  the  shovel. 

Age  of  Tree  to  be  Treated  and  Dosage  of  PDB.  Trees  six  years 
of  age  or  older  require  three-fourths  ounce  of  PDB ;  trees  from  three 
to  six,  one-half  ounce;  trees  two  to  three,  one-quarter  ounce.  Trees 
younger  than  two  years  are  sometimes  injured  by  PDB,  hence  it  is 
not  generally  recommended  to  use  this  treatment  but  to  worm  such 
trees  by  hand. 

Be  careful  in  measuring  the  dosage  for  the  trees  to  be  treated.  Ac- 
curately weigh  the  required  amount,  and  then  get  a  small  container 
which  will  exactly  hold  the  weighed  dose.  Use  this  container  to  measure 
the  dose  for  each  tree. 

The  mound  should  be  removed  promptly  after  two  weeks  in  all  cases 
of  trees  younger  than  six  years.  In  fact  it  is  a  good  practice  to  remove 
the  mound  after  two  or  three  weeks  from  treated  trees  of  any  age. 
If  mounds  are  not  torn  down  subsequent  treatments  will  also  be  more 
difficult  to  make  since  the  borers  will  be  higher  in  the  trees  and  higher 
mounds  will  be  required. 

In  case  the  fall  treatment  has  not  been  made  a  treatment  may  be 
given  in  the  spring.  This  is  made  about  the  middle  of  May  or  as  soon 
as  the  ground  has  warmed  up  in  the  spring  to  60  degrees  or  more. 
Spring  treatments  should  be  followed  by  a  full  treatment  the  same 
season  after  which  yearly  fall  treatments  will  give  perfect  control. 
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